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Dear r'ir . Hor ton : 

Fobrua.ry 
16 

1931 

I~·othi:ng very exciti ng has happened s ince I 
wr ote you last . The only real exci t emen:t was tha t Van 
C~mert sf l"Oof cuugh t . fire from a spark from hi s ahi mney . 
It rr~s notict:Hl r i ght awa:y and u i th tht1 ass i s t ance of 
the !. i sle Fire Dep 0 t . t he flames wert~ ext i n·::;uiehed a t 
once. 'fhe damage i s sl i glJ.t and. the insur~mce comnany 
a r e paying for it . · -

. Since r.rr i tinr; you 1aet, we have had but two 
ni rr,hts cold enough "to f r eeze the mrergreens whi ch tiro 
dug . ·rhE1 Y a.re not a'J-1 J> l artted but we a re doing it now. 
as lack of freezi UR v. eather f or ju~1t the nl anttnr; oper·~.­
tion does not matter . 

I arn ver y I'n1ch entbused. u i th the t)I'OB~)ect o:!': 
having 9ome ex9eptionally fast growing Pa1nuts i n fores­
try p lot t his year . 17e received the seed a fe';:J days ago 
frora . •:r. Di xby . Thee1e ser:>ds a l'e f r o1:1 the 'l'homas va rie t y 
of b1aok alnut and are suppo sed t o be t he fastest c;r m7-
ing of al wa1 nuts. Ou"J; of these seeds ( 46 lbs. ) , ~-e a re 
hopinr: to ,r,~et some tr~At a r e exception..~11y f nster r·row·e:ro 
'than the averap;e Thonm.a . If ·~re do hav e t hat luck ~7e shaJ 1 
pr opagate thr&.t parttcular one t ('1 r:et more pl ant s of it . 

I run also lookb~·: fo r nar d to the ferti 1 i zer 
exper iments we a:re going t o try n i th a fet7 '!;rees . I sa"!r 
a recor d of n. t es t tried last year a t Ri l}.s Nurser y ,.. ith 
"Vir;oro n on some beds of small Dour~l as ~"' ir. The incr ease 
i n p;r o t h, co1or and r:lens i ty t as spl endid . In ou.r test 
we shall try a dozen or more ki nds of ferti l izers on t he 
same kinds of pl a nt .t u s i ng· unfertil i zed p l nnts t o check 
ngainst. In addition we want t o try some ferti l i zer on 
a variet y of ryl ant s t o E> ee ho ·r much diff erenc e thf're i s in 



• 

the way vaxious species respond . 'I'h (' cost of t he :f e::rt i 1 i '7 81..' 

will h e f i gu r ed in comparison t o t he i ncreased r a te of r~rovrth 
produo~d by t h e f ert i lizer and s ee i ·: it pays to a:·•p l y i t 
in nurse:t'ies during t he ye~trs small s tock is bei n~ made f or 
Market . · 

Th i ngs i:1 r~enernl a re r~o in"" alon0; ST'lenclidly . 7fe 
~u·e ve ry r:mch d i sapnoint e r~ t hat OUl ' n i l k ba se has b een cut 
some ~ hut n i11 endet .vor t o l'('Jfl,kO -t:ne dai ry pay in su i "'ce of it . 
'rb.ere i. D cert t1 ::t nl y notr·i nf~ nbout ·~he d2.ir:r bu s i ne ss to en­
cour age fal"l';1Pr s t o continue i n it . 

Prioe8 n:re t er :c ib'ly lorr t hi s yenr j_n tLe nour try 
bu.s :i. nEHHJ but I be1 i. ove t here i s ·· ·uch more ')!' ')fit; in a neil 
P1r1.nrv-;Ad p oultry (;s t abl i shr.ent i:ha,n t her e is in t lie dairy . 

I '"·rf' r.n""1 ,..q , Y,C" ~, l e t ·•·cr ,-·-r•·! t +-on bv "':'-:· ···"?'·,-r·rd · to . ..-t. .i \..,l W \, JI UJ.~~:~.1' 1 .. -t lJ · 'rl - .)oo f.J ., . .!. ...: L<\o ..t.. t - ; t:.ll ..... ,.., u 

r.··e enc! osed r:li t h r-:y last l etter t o yon . ··rhon : r.-.a1: ted the 
l etter · I fai l ed ·co t:mc losf'J it eo &.m AGnd· :.~r; it ~1i tli t_ l. e. 
l et t el" . Cbe 1J never knon t h e ciff:' er enco . You knO\V if I 
\7a e t o mention :i. t I ni~Sht get put on the ca r , ... c· t. 

I c ·--: n v.ssure you we a re v:ri t h you tn t l tou.r;h t (; each 
d n_y e .. nd hope you arc an well having a r:;lo:r:lou s trtn . 

CEG ; FL 
'•:ncl . 

::a.nce:rely, 
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