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As a member, I know you'll share
our pride in a recent honor bestowed
upon The Morton Arboretum by the
American Society of Landscape
Architects (ASLA) . As part of the
ASLA's centennial celebration, it has recognized the
Arboretum as a "National
Landmark for Outstanding
Landscape Architecture."

The mission of The Morton Arboretum
is to collect and study trees, shrubs, and
other plants from around the world, to
display them across naturally beautiful
landscapes for people to study and enjoy,
and to learn how to grow them in ways
that enhance our environment. Our goal
is to encourage the planting and conservation of trees and other plants for a
greener, healthier, and more beautiful world.

ASLA members were asked to
nominate sites "which are most
recognized and cherished by the
public." The Morton Arboretum is
among 20 sites in Illinois, and just over
300 sites throughout the nation, to
receive an ASLA Centennial Medallion.

© 1999 The Morton Arboretum

Seasons is generously underwritten by

~orton

Early in this century, neither Simonds
nor Arboretum founder joy Morton
could have fully realized how this
great public garden would develop.
Their goal and our current mission are
the same: to encourage the planting
and conservation of trees and other
plants for a greener, healthier, and
more beautiful world. Their vision
created a solid foundation upon which
successive generations have
built ... and will continue to build.
As we enter the next century, our 1997 Master
Site Plan and an exciting new Central Area
Development Plan will
add new layers to this
"most recognized and
cherished" work of landscape architecture. I hope you
will visit often to observe and share
in this progress.
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Scott Mehaffey
Landscape Architect

Morton International, Inc. is a
Chicago-based manufacturer and
marketer of specialty chemicals and salt.
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Garden Calendar

Plant Clinic Hours

What to do in November

What to do in December

• Plan a new flower bed for next year.
Fall is a great time to prepare the
bed and amend the soil.

• Begin light pruning of trees and
shrubs by removing watersprouts
and dead or crossing branches.
Pruning trees and shrubs can be
done more easily in winter without
leaves on branches. Avoid pruning
spring-flowering plants at this time.

• Rake fallen leaves and add to compost
pile. Discard diseased leaves , twigs,
and fruits.
• Plant hardy, spring-flowering bulbs
until the ground freezes.
• Plant spring bulbs in containers for
inside forcing and enjoy a little bit
of spring in February
• Water plants deeply, especially evergreens, before the ground freezes .
• Continue to pull persistent weeds,
such as chickweed, garlic mustard,
ground ivy, and purple dead nettle.
• Cut back perennials to the ground
after a few hard freezes . Leave
unusual seed heads and ornamental
grasses for winter interest.
• Apply winter mulch to perennials
and roses after a hard frost and as
ground begins to freeze.
• Drain and store garden hoses.
• Store garden chemicals in an area
above 40 degrees F Keep out of
reach of children and animals.
• Protect trunks of young, thin barked
trees, such as ash, maples, and
lindens, from sunscald by wrapping
trunks with a commercial tree wrap.
Remove tree wrap in the spring.

Weekday Afternoons
Visitors & Telephone Calls
April - October
l :00 to 4:00 pm
November - March
1:00 to 3:00pm
Saturdays
Visitors Only
May- August
10:00 am to 1:00 pm

• Protect shallow-rooted perennials ,
such as mums, coral bells, shasta
daisy, and crocus, from the freezethaw cycles of winter by covering
plants with evergreen boughs from
leftover holiday greens.

630-719-2424

Holiday Hours

• Spray evergreens, especially
broadleaf (rhododendrons) , with an
anti-desiccant, such as Wilt-pruf, to
prevent winter bum.

The Morton Arboretum grounds
are open every day of the year,
including Thanksgiving, Christmas,
and New Year's , when the grounds
will be open from 7 am to 5 pm.
All buildings, however, will be
closed on these three days .

• Clean and repair all garden tools
before storing.
• Protect multi-stemmed evergreens ,
such as arborvitae , junipers, and
yews , from winter storm damage
by tying trunks together with old
nylons or cotton twine. Remove the
ties in the spring!

On Christmas Eve and New Years
Eve, the Visitor Services building,
the Coffee Shop , and the Gift Shop
will be open from 9:00am to
noon. The Restaurant will not
open on these days.

• Avoid using large amounts of deicing salts around plants along sidewalks and parking areas.

Remember, the Arboretum's
Ginkgo Gift Shop is a great place
to find unique holiday gifts .
Keep us in mind for your lastminute gift ideas, including gift
memberships and gift passes to
the Arboretum!

• Gently shake or brush off heavy
snow that accumulates on shrubs
and small trees before it freezes.
Do not attempt to remove ice.
• Start planning for next year's garden. Ask Santa for tools, gift certificates, and magazine subscriptions.

• Construct a cylinder of hardware
cloth, chicken wire, or fencing around
plants to provide a good defense
against rabbits, mice , and deer that
feed on the bark and twigs of plants.

• Begin monitoring for animal damage
when food sources become scarce ,
but don't forget to feed the birds.

• Fill your winter with music by
attending one of this season's
Chamber Concerts. For more
information or to order tickets,
call630-719-2465.

• Celebrate Winter Solstice. Join the
Arboretum's annual Yuletide
Celebration on Sunday, December 26.
For additional information, call
630-719-2465.
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Questions and Suggestions

Membership Services
For more information about membership benefits and gift memberships,
call630-719-2453.

Q:

Lately I have noticed our honey
locust tree is not as full as it has been
in previous years and seems to have more
dead branches than normal. Is there
something I can do to help my tree7

Arboretum Hours
Grounds: Daily, Daylight Savings
Time, 7:00 am - 7:00pm or dusk;
Central Standard Time, 7:00am to
5:00pm or dusk

A:

At one time honey locusts were
remarkably disease free; however, in
the past few years, an increasing
number of trees have developed severe
trunk or stem cankers.

Visitor Services, Ginkgo Gift Shop
and Coffee Shop: 9:00am to 5:00pm
daily
Ginkgo Restaurant: 11:00 am to
3:00pm daily
Sterling Morton Library: (Closed
for construction)

Cankers are caused by fungi that enter
a wound on the trunk or branch or
through natural openings. They usually appear as a slightly discolored,
brown to reddish-brown sore on the
bark of the trunk or a branch. As
cankers age they become sunken, discolored and more obvious. The bark
separates between the diseased and
healthy tissue, resulting in small cracks
or slits. As the canker grows, the leaves
become sparse and light colored, and
diseased branches become girdled,
causing the portion of the tree above
the canker to die.

May we help you?
Administration
Reception

630-968-0074

General Information & Events
(24-hour recordiniJ
630-719-2400
Visitor Services &
Special Events

630-719-2465

Bloom 'n Color
Hotline

630-719-7955

Education Program
Registrar

630-719-2468

Membership Services

630-719-2453

Volunteer
Opportunities

630-719-2443

Development/
Fundraising

630-719-2441

Ginkgo Restaurant

630-719-2457

Ginkgo Gift Shop

630-719-2454

Sterling Morton
Library

630-719-2427

Once a canker develops, there is
nothing you can do to treat it, so
prevention is the key Many cankers
are associated with improper pruning
cuts and can be found near the base
of a branch where 'it meets the trunk.
Prune honey locust only when needed.
To reduce the possibility of spreading
the fungus to new wounds, disinfect
pruning tools between cuts.

www.mortonarb .org

In addition, keep trees healthy and
stress-free by watering and mulchingduring drought. Avoid root injury
from lawn mowers or similar injuries
to the trunk or base of the tree.
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Q: Last year my boxwood hedge
had a lot of damage due to cold
weather. What can be done to avoid
similar injury this winter?

A: Winter winds extract moisture
from evergreen leaves and buds, causing injury Before the soil freezes in
November/December, give your plants
(especially evergreens) a final deep
watering. For plants exposed to drying
north winds, erect burlap barriers if
possible. Another method to reduce
moisture loss is to apply a chemical
anti-desiccant to the foliage . See the
article on page 5 for additional tips on
preparing your plants for the unpredictable winter months ahead.

Q: Help! I did not get my spring
flowering bulbs planted this fall. Is it too
late, or can I keep them until next year?

A:

Flowering bulbs do not save well,
so storing them until next fall is not a
good option. Provided the ground is
not frozen , you can still plant them.
After the ground freezes, put mulch over
the planting to prevent the bulbs from
being pushed up out of the soil from
freezing and thawing. The bulbs may
not bloom this coming spring, but
they may survive to bloom in following years.
Another alternative is to force them
to bloom indoors. However, this will
require about 10-13 weeks of chilling
(40-50°F) for bulbs to grow roots and
produce flowers.

To learn more ...

Preparing Plants for the
Winter Months
Winter can be unpredictable and
tough on many plants. It can be especially hard on plants that have not
been placed in appropriate sites, making them more vulnerable to damage
from low temperatures, rapid temperature changes, winter drying, the
weight of ice and snow, and animals.
These are some of the ways you can
help your trees and shrubs cope in
the coming months.

Temperature Fluctuations
A rapid drop in temperature over
a short period of time can cause
severe plant damage. The best way
to prevent damage caused by low
temperatures or rapid temperature
changes is to select trees and shrubs
that are hardy in your area.
• Plant marginally hardy plants in
protected sites , out of harsh winter
winds or sun.
• Avoid late summer pruning and
fertilization. This can stimulate late
season growth, which will not
harden off (acclimate) before winter.
This makes plants more susceptible
to winter injury
• Spread a four-to-six-inch layer of
organic mulch, such as woodchips,
around the base of trees and shrubs
to conserve moisture and protect
roots from cold temperatures. Keep
mulch slightly away from the base
of the plant.
• Protect bark of young, thin-barked
trees (such as maple, linden, and
ash) planted in a sunny, open site
with a commercial tree wrap. This
will help prevent the bark from
splitting during a freeze and thaw
period. Remove tree wraps in the
spring.

Would you like to learn more
about selecting trees and shrubs7
Do you need information about
how to maintain your landscape
for year-round enjoyment? The
Morton Arboretum's Education
Program offers an array of classes,
seminars, workshops, and field
trips on a wide range of topics,
including horticulture, natural
history, botany, and other areas
of interest.

Drying Winds
Many plants, especially evergreens
which retain their leaves all winter,
are susceptible to desiccation from
cold, dry winds, and sun. Desiccation
injury occurs when plants lose water
through their leaves faster than their
roots can absorb it.
• Water all plants well until the
ground freezes. This is especially
important because once the ground
freezes , plants are no longer able to
absorb water.
• Construct a screen from burlap to
protect exposed plants from drying
winds.
• Apply anti-desiccant sprays in
November or December and again
in January or February when the
temperature is above 40 degrees to
slow water loss.

Please call 630-719-2468 for more
information, or stop by Visitor
Services for an Education Program
class list.

Study and see garden
architecture
Architectural elements can add
definition, year-round interest,
bold texture, line, and form to a
landscape. Our two-day Garden
Architecture Seminar includes
morning lectures followed by an
afternoon tour to see the concepts
and techniques applied to the
landscape. The seminar, which will
meet in the Thornhill Education
Center Auditorium on Friday and
Saturday, December 3-4, from
8 :30 am to 5 pm , will discuss
how to use the following elements:
• Paving
• Fencing
• Retaining Walls
• Arbors
• Ponds
• Ornamentation

Ice and Snow
• Gently brush or shake heavy, wet
snow from the branches of small
trees and shrubs. Do not attempt
to remove ice or frozen snow.
This may cause more damage to
the plant.
• Protect upright evergreens and
small, multi-trunked trees in late
fall by tying stems together with an
old nylon stocking, wire threaded
through a garden hose, a bungy
cord, or soft cotton rope . Just
remember to remove the ties in
the spring.

For more information, or to
register, please call the Registrar
at 630-719-2468.

Animal Damage
Animal damage can be a problem
when food sources become scarce. A
cylinder of hardware cloth or chicken
wire around plants, provides a good
defense against rabbits, rodents, and
deer that feed and damage the bark
and twigs of plants.
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Trees of the Month

Branching Out
The Morton Arboretum Provides National Leadership

• In the 1920s, when the Arboretum
was primarily open farmland ,
thousands of tree seedlings were
planted, including our November
Tree of the Month, Eastern hemlock
(Tsuga canadensis). You can find this
tree on the West Side on the edge
of Lake Marmo. It's nestled at the
foot of, appropriately enough,
Hemlock Hill.

When you're one of the worlds largest
arboretums, you have a responsibility
to lead ... and to share. Thats the opinion of The Morton Arboretum's
Executive Director, Dr. Gerard
Donnelly, who has spent the last two
years doing exactly that in the
American Association of Botanical
Gardens and Arboreta (AABGA).

Eastern hemlock is one of the most
graceful trees, with soft, lacy foliage
and a spire-like crown. The small,
flat, two-ranked needles are a
lustrous dark green on top with
silvery white undersides. Inch-long
oval cones hang like tiny Christmas
ornaments from the ends of
branches, providing a favorite
food for wintering birds.

For the last two years, Dr. Donnelly
has been President of the AABGA,
which serves some 500 institutional
members and more than 3,000 individual members in North America. As Past
President, he continues to offer his
expertise during his remaining two
years on the organization's Board of
Directors.

• Even without leaves, the towering sycamore (Platanus occidentalis)
is an outstanding Tree of the Month
for December. Seen against a bright
blue winter sky, the multi-colored
bark and robust zig-zag limbs of
this massive tree are unforgettable.

We thought Arboretum members
might be interested in reading
Dr. Donnelly's thoughts on the current
state of public gardens and arboretums
as well as The Morton Arboretum's
role in this larger arena.

Q. What do you see as the impor-

Everything about this tree is big.
A medium-fast grower, sycamore
often reaches heights of 75-100
feet. Its giant trunk is constantly
shedding orange-brown or gray
outer bark to expose the lightercolored inner bark. Its fruits , too ,
are impressive. These inch-wide,
spherical clusters or "buttonballs"
hang high in the tree by long, slender stems. Come back in summer
to see the tree's equally out-size
foliage: 4-9 inch maple-like leaves
with 3 to 5 coarsely toothed lobes.

tant issues facing public gardens
today?
A. One of the key issues is how to

connect people with the value of
plants. There are all kinds of institutions that are members of AABGA botanical gardens, arboretums, display
gardens, parks, golf courses, cemeteries, even private estates. If you read
the mission statements of these organizations, they share a common purpose: to link the interests of the public
with plants. As a group, we need to
evolve our programs to lead people to
identify the ways plants satisfy their
needs and interests.

You'll find our December Tree of
the Month on the northeast edge of
the Ground Cover Garden.
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Botanical gardens and arboreta in the
rest of the world are more scientific
and more committed to conservation
than is typical in the United States,
where there's been a broadening of the
concept, a shift to public gardens.
In my role in AABGA, I have tried to
encourage a balance, and champion
the importance of study and science as
well as a dedication to conserving the
wonderful bounty and diversity that
exists in our natural world.

Shrubs of the Month

Q. Does AABGA do any lobbying on
behalf of its members?

• Visit the Four Seasons Garden in
front of the Thornhill Education
Center on the West Side to see the
scarlet fruits of the November
Shrub of the Month, Brilliant Red
Chokeberry (Aronia arbutifolia

Q. What are the benefits
of AABGA membership to
The Morton Arboretum?

A. In 1999, for the first time, we met

with many of our elected representatives in Washington to introduce them
to the nation's public gardens, and to
impress upon them the importance of
providing federal funding for plant science and conservation. Only 2% of
federal funding dedicated to conservation goes to plants - even though
there are far more endangered plants
than animals. What's more, plant conservation is critical to animal conservation because plants provide the habitat
for animals . Our first attempt was just
a fledgling effort, but it was a great
opportunity to promote public gardens
and advance our conservation agenda
in Washington.

Q. Does AABGA work with
other groups?
A. We need far better coordination

between plant conservation groups in
this country, and improved interaction
with international organizations. I
have been working on building better
relationships among these groups. No
one can tackle big issues like plants,
conservation, and science alone. In
fact , I'm very proud that the AABGA
has invited Botanical Gardens
Conservation International and the
Center for Plant Conservation to join
us for what's being called the first
World Congress of Botanical Gardens
in Asheville, North Carolina in 2000.

'Brilliantissima').
A. First let me say that The Morton

Arboretum played an important role in
keeping the association alive. Back in
the 1960s when it was just an ad hoc
assembly of organizations with a common interest, The Morton Arboretum
staff members published the newsletters and organized many of the meetings. So, we have been great supporters of this organization from the very
beginning.

This cultivar outshines the species
in almost all aspects. It produces
berry-like pomes that are bigger,
glossier, and more abundant. Too
astringent to be eaten by birds, they
remain on the shrub well into winter.
'Brilliantissima' also has larger flowers,
more lustrous summer leaves, and a
brighter red fall color. Only in its
slightly smaller overall size (6-8 feet
tall) does it fail to surpass the species.

What we get from our participation is
a broader view, and the experience of
others. We also get the opportunity to
provide leadership in our field, share
what we learn, and influence professional practices, thus achieving our
mission within a much larger sphere.
Membership provides our staff with
professional development opportunities as well as the valuable experience
of networking with their colleagues.
I think we learn a great deal that's
ultimately expressed in programs that
are valuable to our members and to
our institution.

A leggy, colonizing shrub, it is best
used in the back of shrub borders,
massed, or in naturalistic settings.
• Though winter will be in the air,
the leaves of December's Shrub of
the Month will still be green. Oregon
grapeholly (Mahonia aquifolium) is a
broadleaf evergreen whose common
name tells you much about it. Its
leaves are holly-like, and its fruits
resemble grapes. In December, you
may still see some lingering blueblack berries.
A shade lover, Mahonia prefers to
be planted in a moist, well-drained
acid soil, out of the wind and hot
sun. This shrub, which grows 3-6
feet tall with a similar spread, will
serve well as a foundation plant, a
specimen, or in a border.

AABGA

You'll find our Shrub of the Month
in the Herb Garden alongside the
Administration & Research Center.
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Bet You'll Love Betula
If you think there's nothing interesting
in the winter landscape, take a look at
river birch (Betula nigra). A graceful,
arching tree in any season, it contributes
texture, form, and color to enliven the
months when so many of us think
there's nothing to look at outside.
One of the most distinctive features of
river birch is the peeling bark it sheds
in papery plates exposing a rosy-brown
inner bark. This bark, which appears
on branches two inches or larger in
diameter, lends both texture and a
subtle color to the landscape . The
red-brown stems, too, add their own
shade to winter's palette.
This handsome tree normally sports a
trunk that divides close to the ground
into several large, arching branches.
This, too, provides an interesting
winter silhouette.
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River birch is a medium to fast-growing
tree that may grow 40-50 feet tall in
our region. For those who prefer a
smaller tree , there's a dwarf version
introduced by Chicagoland Grows~ a
plant introduction program sponsored
by The Morton Arboretum, the
Chicago Botanic Garden, and the
Illinois Nurserymen's Association. Fox
Valley® river birch (Betula nigra 'Little
King') grows eight to ten feet in height
with an equal spread in ten years. It
was selected by King Nursery in
Oswego, Illinois, for participation in
the Chicagoland Grows®program for
its uniform habit, adaptability to varied soils, resistance to insect and disease problems, as well as the appeal of
its smaller size and exfoliating bark.
Of course, in spring and summer, river
birch adds lustrous serrated, rhomboidshaped medium-to-dark green leaves

to its many other attributes. In fall,
river birch offers, only briefly, a modest show of yellow color.
Although river birch is relatively free
of disease and insect problems, it does
have two cultural requirements. As the
name suggests, river birch is found in
nature along rivers, streambanks,
bottomlands and other moist locations.
Although they can survive the hot, dry
summers of Northern Illinois, their
leaves may turn yellow and drop prematurely This condition can be alleviated by mulching and providing deep
watering during hot, dry periods.
River birch also prefers neutral to
slightly acid soil (pH 7.0 or below). They
tend to develop chlorosis (yellowing
leaves due to chlorophyll deficiency)
in highly alkaline soils that are common in this region. Drought-stressed
trees are more prone to chlorosis.

If you'd like to see winter with new
eyes, look for Betula nigra at the
Arboretum. The easiest ones to spot
are near the gatehouse. One is about
ten feet beyond the gatehouse; the
other is directly across from the gatehouse in Parking l. You can also find
river birch in the Birch Collection on
the West Side.
Be sure to look, too, at the dwarf
variety, Fox Valley®River Birch (Betula
nigra 'Little King'). You'll find a hedge
of two-year-old trees growing in the
Hedge Garden. You can also find a
specimen at the southern end of the
Dwarf Woody Plants beds near the
Hedge Garden and another in the
Birch Collection on the West Side.

Display
• 40-50 feet high and wide (dwarf
variety is 8-10 feet high and wide)
• Papery, peeling bark exposes rosybrown inner bark
• Lustrous serrated, rhomboid-shaped
leaves are medium-to-dark green in
summer, changing briefly to yellow
in fall

Conditions
• Prefers moist soil
• Prefers acid soil, pH 7.0 or below
• Transplants easily

Care
• Mulch with 3 to 4 inches of composted bark or other organic matter.
This is especially important in
maintaining good health.
• Water deeply during hot, dry spells
• Prune , if necessary, in summer
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Research News You Can Use

Clean Lakes Program
We're Wading Through the Data

Baird Elected Trustee
Stephen W Baird, president and
chief executive officer of Baird &
Warner, Inc., was elected to the
Arboretum's Board of Trustees in
September.

Five days a week for a year, the
Arboretum's Soil Characterization
Laboratory staff, interns, and volunteers had a routine: check the lake and
groundwater levels and count the
waterfowl in and around Meadow
Lake , Lake Marmo , and Sterling Pond.

Mr. Baird is the fifth generation of
his family to hold the presidency of
Baird & Warner, Inc., a Chicagobased, diversified real estate organization established in 1855.

"One day, we counted more than 500
Canada Geese on Meadow Lake,"
reported Tom Hanzely, research assistant. 'That was a tough day," he added.

In addition to playing an active role
in several industry organizations,
Mr. Baird is past-president of the
Openlands Project, a not-for-profit
organization dedicated to the
preservation of open space in
northeastern Illinois . He is also a
director of Corlands, an affiliated
group active in facilitating the purchase of open space.

Twice a month in the growing season
and once a month during the winter,
Hanzely, soil scientist Pat Kelsey,
interns, and volunteers took water
samples to evaluate the biological
and chemical health of the lakes.
These samples went to the Illinois
Environmental Protection Agency
(IEPA) laboratory for analysis.

A cum laude graduate of Harvard
University, Mr. Baird is director of
the Harvard Club of Chicago,
Harvard regional alumni director
for Illinois and Wisconsin, a trustee
of the Chicago Architecture
Foundation, and a trustee of the
University Club Foundation. He
also serves as a director of the
Alumni Board of Northwestern
University's Kellogg Business
School, having received his MBA
there in 1985.

They conducted an extensive shoreline
erosion inventory on Meadow Lake and
Sterling Pond. They collected information on the lake depths and depths of
sediment, a chemical analysis of
lakebed sediment cores, and inventoried both fish and plants.
When a substantial rain occurred, they
collected water samples every half
hour in Willoway Brook, the tributary
to Sterling Pond and Lake Marmo, to
monitor incoming pollutants from the
surrounding area.

Mr. Baird's election brings our
Board to 16 trustees. It is the
Board's goal to have 18 trustees
by the end of the year 2000.

This vast pool of data was collected as
part of the Arboretum's participation
in the Illinois Clean Lakes Program, a
water quality study partially funded by
the Illinois Environmental Protection
Agency "This information provides a
barometer of the water quality on our
grounds," explained Kris Bachtell,
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Director of Collections and Grounds
and Project Manager. "Before we can
make improvements, we need to understand what factors are influencing
water quality and shoreline stabilization."
Now that staff and volunteers are finished filling test tubes, reading gauges,
and counting plant and animal life,
the fact-finding phase is drawing to a
close and the problem-solving stage is
about to begin.
On October 26, Harza Environmental
Services, Inc. , the Arboretum's consultant on this project, will present the
preliminary results of all this data collection and testing. Arboretum staff as
well as members of the Illinois EPA,
the DuPage River Coalition of the
Conservation Foundation, the DuPage
County Department of Environmental
Concerns, and members of the public,
will meet at 9:30 a.m. in the Thornhill
Auditorium for a technical workshop .
Participants will visit the three lakes,
brainstorm about solutions for the
problems presented, and discuss the
feasibility of implementing them.
Afterwards, the Arboretum staff will
work with Harza to study further the
costs and feasibility of the most
promising solutions. These findings
are likely to be the basis of an application for another grant to implement
the solutions, according to Project
Manager Bachtell.
For more information or to make a
reservation to attend the technical
workshop , please call Collections and
Grounds, 630-719-2432.

State Grant Funds
Curriculum Development
Students in grades 4-8 will have
new ways of exploring The Morton
Arboretum's Heritage Trail thanks to
a $150 ,000 grant from the Illinois
Public Museum Operating Grant
Program.

Research Assistant Tom Hanzely
trained Carolyn in sampling techniques
and the use of specialized equipment
like Dissolved Oxygen and Light
Filtration meters. Ed Belmonte of Harza
Environmental Services, Inc., explained
the proper use of the Sediment Sampler.

Arboretum Research Assistant Tom Hanzely
spent a day showing Chicago school teacher
Carolyn Maragh how researchers are collecting water quality data.

Students Solve Water Quality
Problems, too
Consultants, engineers, and the
Arboretum's soil scientists aren't the
only ones working on solving water
quality problems. With the help of
teacher Carolyn Maragh, students at
Louisa May Alcott School in Chicago
are tackling this issue, too .
When Carolyn needed help developing her water quality unit, she spent a
day in the Arboretums Clean Lakes
Program, working with staff and environmental engineering consultants to
learn how these issues are tackled in
the real world.

This grant will allow our Education
Program to create a curriculum
designed to help students learn
about restoration techniques, native
and exotic plants and animals, biodiversity, geologic history, presettle- ,
ment history, and the impact of
early settlers.

"I took a ton a pictures so I was able
to share the experience with the kids
and let them see what we did,"
Carolyn explained. But the learning
didn't stop with show-and-tell.
Carolyn created sediment testing exercises in the classroom. Then, she took
a group of students to Monroe Harbor
to conduct a series of water quality
tests. 'They loved it. They absolutely
loved it," she reported.

'The curriculum will encourage
students to interact with the environment on the trail, ask questions
and seek ways to investigate those
questions in a real world setting,"
explained the Arboretum's Manager
of Youth Education, Dr. Gary
Ketterling. "We plan to have previsit and post-visit activities as well
as an interactive web page as part
of the total package. "

From there, Carolyn guided a group
of 7th and 8th-graders in a water
quality project that was entered in the
Community-Based Problem Solving
competition sponsored by Future
Problem Solving, an international
educational organization that promotes teamwork, creativity, and communication in problem solving. Her
students won lst place in the state
competition and went on to win 5th
place at the international level. Armed
with this success, Carolyn is expanding her problem-solving based curriculum this year.

Correction

Thanks to her work on the Clean Lakes
program, Carolyn says, "I have made
some amazing, amazing connections."

We're sorry to say there was a
mistake in the September/October
issue of Seasons. In the article on
Soil Science, the photos of forestderived and urban-derived soils
were switched. We hope you
were reading so carefully that you
already noted the discrepancy.
Please accept our apology for
the confusion.
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Development Program
Reaches Out for Support

Remember the Arboretum
with a Year-end Gift
As you plan your year-end giving,
we hope you'll remember the
Arboretum. A year-end gift can
significantly reduce your income
taxes while providing important
support for the Arboretum.

"We have received generous and growing support in recent years from our
friends - members, Trustees, corporations, philanthropists, volunteers,
and employees -who provide contributions to The Morton Arboretum,"
said Dr. Gerard Donnelly, Executive
Director. "This support is essential in
helping maintain our plant collections,
research activity, and programming.
Public support of the Arboretum will
be of even greater importance in the
future, as we implement our exciting
master site plans to benefit our members
and the public."

Two important projects currently
underway at The Morton Arboretum
were made possible by the generosity
of our contributors through the
Annual Giving Fund. They include:
• Renovation of the greenhouses to
better support expanded research
and plant production efforts.
• Stabilization and restoration of
Willoway Brook, an important
destination for our visitors and a
significant component of the natural
history program for children.

Unlike other Chicago-area museums,
the Arboretum receives no direct public tax support. Endowment income
provides about 61% of the institution's
operating income. Annual gifts beyond
membership and gate fees are vitally
important to the fiscal integrity of The
Morton Arboretum.

We welcome gifts of cash or stock.
Remember, your employer may offer
a matching program that can double
- or even triple - the impact of
your gift.

This summer, the Arboretum hired
joan Sunseri as Director of Development,
to bring new focus and vigor to our
fundraising efforts. joan brings 18
years of development experience to
this position. Most recently she served
as Director of Development for the
Avery Coonley School in Downers
Grove . She and her staff will concentrate their efforts in several areas.

Giving can be as simple as returning
a check in the envelope inserted in
this issue. For more information,
please contact the Development
Office at 630-719-2441.

Corporate Gifts
Many corporations have been generous supporters of the Arboretum over
the years. Through the efforts of the
Corporate Gifts Committee, under the
leadership of Trustee Robert Reum, we
will continue to expand the base of
support among businesses in the
greater Chicagoland area.

Plant It
for Our

Plane(
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The Thornhill Society
The Thornhill Society recognizes individuals and corporations who provide
gifts of $1,000 or more. In the coming
year, our development efforts will
focus greater attention on strengthening this group of donors.

Memorial and Tribute Gifts
Over the years, many people have
chosen to remember a loved one with
a Tribute Bench ($3,000), Tribute Tree
($1,000), or Tribute Book ($100).
"This is a lovely way to memorialize
or honor someone," joan said.

Grants
The Arboretum aggressively pursues
funding through a variety of local,
state, and federal granting agencies,
as well as grant-making foundations ,
through the efforts of grant writer
Ruth Ganchiff. (Please see the article
on page 11 for information about our
latest success.)

Employees and Volunteers
For several years, both employees and
volunteers have participated in their
own giving programs, raising more
than $75,000. Projects such as the
Heritage Trail, trail benches, and computers for the Plant Clinic have been
supported by these programs. "It is
impressive that two of the Arboretum's
closest constituencies are so generous,"
joan Sunseri said.
We hope you will remember the
Arboretum in your gift-giving program. We can build a stronger, even
more vital future for The Morton
Arboretum ... if we all reach out with
our gifts.

Docents Take to the Trails
In September, we made an important
addition to our grounds: docents.

that well, you can respond to the visitor rather than simply deliver facts. "

"We are always searching for better
ways to help our visitors understand
what an arboretum is. Our new
Volunteer Docents are meeting this
challenge by offering short, guided
walks that make the word arboretum
an experience for visitors rather than
a definition in a brochure," explained
Craig johnson, Director of External
Affairs. "We asked participants in our
Naturalist and Home Landscape
Certificate Education Programs if they
would like to be trained as docents.
The response was gratifying."

Prior to their inaugural tours on Labor
Day weekend, the docents met with
several Arboretum staff to learn about
various aspects of the Heritage Trail,
Schulenberg Prairie, Meadow Lake,
the Ground Cover Garden, the Hedge
Garden and the history of landscape
design on the grounds.

The docents underwent extensive
training directed by Craig johnson,
jan Little, Manager of Horticulture
Education, and jeff Skibins, Manager
of Natural History Education.
"We would like to provide visitors
with another doorway into the
Arboretum," jan Little explained. "The
docents have focused on six separate
areas, learning them backwards and
forwards . When you know a subject

Members' Shopping Night
and Arboretum Gift Ideas!
Let us make your holiday gift-giving
easier with Members' Shopping
Night and gift memberships to the
Arboretum!
On Thursday, December 9, only
Arboretum members will be able
to enjoy a special evening at the
Arboretum. The annual Members'
Shopping Night will include special
15% discounts on most items in the
Ginkgo Gift Shop, a delicious meal
in the renowned Ginkgo Restaurant
(by reservation), and a festive
atmosphere with holiday lights,
decorations, and music. Don't forget
your membership card to take
advantage of these benefits! The
Restaurant and Gift Shop will be
open from 5:30 to 8:00pm. Mark
your calendars now for a delightful
evening of eating and shopping for
members only! Call630-7l9-2457
for dinner reservations.

"Many of my classes have given me
the opportunity to be more aware, to
observe more, to see things differently,"
explained docent Barbara Anderson, a
Lisle resident and Arboretum member
for 15 years. "If I can share that with
visitors so that they can be more
aware of the Arboretum, that would
be wonderful."
Hinsdale resident Suzanne Reininga
served nearly ten years as a naturalist
guide for school tours at the Arboretum
before becoming a docent. "I enjoy
helping people find the resources
they're looking for," she said. "It's fun
talking to visitors about the Arboretum.
It's such a wonderful place."

Save with a 2-year
Membership
Membership to the Arboretum is
now a better value and a wonderful
gift idea! New and renewing members can purchase 2-year memberships at substantial savings! Twoyear Members Plus memberships
are only $145 ($80 for 1-year),
Dual/Family memberships are only
$95 ($55 for 1 year), and Individual
memberships are only $80 ($45 for
1 year). Recipients will enjoy free
admission, discounts on classes,
Gift Shop purchases, and tram
rides, invitations to members' only
events, and a subscription to the
Seasons newsletter.

Standing left to right: jan Little, Vicki O'Rourke, Venetia Simaytis, judie Leonard, Melissa Bolz,
Mary joan Mazza, Barbara Maxson, Diana Fischer Woods, Nancy Goyette, Gloria Fazio,
Suzanne Renninga, and jeff Skibins. Sitting left to right: Helga Rosenbaum, Susan Kirby,
Tracey Smith, Mary Samerdyke, and Pat Clancy. Missing from photograph: Barbara Anderson
andjudy Grey.

For more information, please
call Membership Services (630719-2453).
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Let the brunches begin!

Weekend Activities

Does enjoying a leisurely Sunday
brunch in a splendid setting sound
like a good way to pass a wintry
mid-day? If so, the Ginkgo Restaurant
is just the place for you .

(See the Special Events and Activities

calendar insert for more activities.)

This is for the Birds
From November 28 through
Easter Sunday, the Ginkgo
Restaurant will offer three seatings
for brunch: 11 am, 12:30 pm and
2 pm. Although the menu will
change weekly, you can count on
enjoying homemade muffins , bread,
coffeecakes, and desserts as well as
favorite breakfast and lunch items.

If you like bird watching, you might
want to think about ways to attract
more birds to your garden. On Sunday,
November 7, listen to a slide presentation by Tony Tyznik entitled "Bring on
the Birds" which will highlight many
plants that attract birds. The program
is from 2-2 :45 pm in Thornhill classroom C&D.

"We arrive at 6 am to start baking
for brunch. Everything's homemade
and fresh ," jeanine Lopez, Facilities
Rental Manager, said.

We'll also have hands-on activities
focusing on wildlife in your garden
every Sunday in November. This program features plant and bird specimens along with an opportunity to
make simple birdfeeders by stringing
popcorn and cranberries.

Visit Nature Artist's
Holiday Show
Metal sculpture, etched and engraved
glass, wood carving, oil paintings,
prints, and works in oil, water color,
gouache, pen-and-ink, pencil and
scratch-board technique will provide
a visual wonderland at the Annual
Holiday Show of the Nature Artists'
Guild of The Morton Arboretum.
More than 150 works, many featuring
autumn and winter themes, will be
beautifully displayed in the Thornhill
Auditorium from noon to 5 pm on
Saturday, November 20 , and Sunday,
November 21.

The show is a must-do for anyone
needing holiday gift-giving ideas. The
Guild's Ways-and-Means table has
helped fund special projects for the
,.-- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - , • Arboretum. The Ways-and-Means
~
~ table will feature a variety of unique ,
] hand-made items, each priced at $25
or less.

Reservations are recommended and
can be made by calling 630-7192457 . The cost is $14.95 for adults
and $7.95 for children ages 12 and
under.

December features Holiday,
Millennium brunches

Admission to the show is free with
$7 gate admission for non-members.
For information about Nature Artists'
Guild, phone Nancy Stieber, 630719-2448. For information about the
holiday show, phone 630-719-2465.

Two special brunches are planned in
December. The Holiday Brunch on
December 19 will feature traditional favorites such as prime rib and
plum pudding. "This brunch is usually a sellout," Lopez warned, so be
sure to make your reservations early
The price for this brunch only is
$16.95 for adults, and $7.95 for
children.

Dollar Discovery Days

A Millennium Brunch is scheduled
for December 26.
For more information, and to make
reservations, please call the Ginkgo
Restaurant 630-719-2457.

This is one of the many works to be displayed
at the Nature Artists' Guild Holiday Show,
November 20-21.
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The Friday after Thanksgiving
(November 26) , join us on Dollar
Discovery Day for Post Turkey Day
Fun! Avoid the crowded malls and
get outdoors to enjoy kids activities
or to take a quiet hike. Story Time at
3:30pm in the Ginkgo Restaurant will
feature animals in the woods.

A Penny for Your Thoughts
We'd love to have your thoughts on our Visitor
Programs. Please rank answers on your level of
interest. (O=not interested; 5=very interested)
How interested are you in the following
types of visitor programs:
_Children's Educational Programs
_Children's Games/Activities
_Lectures/slide presentations
_Crafts
_Demonstrations
_Nature Walks
_Other (Please indicate):
How interested are you in these
Special Events?
_Yuletide Celebration
_ Breakfast with Santa
_Ginkgo Brunches
_Chamber Concerts
_Arbor Day
_Buds 'N Blooms
_Prairie Heritage Day
_Fall Color Festival
_ Other (Please indicate):

Exercise your creativity and see what you can make from pine cones.

Decorate with Pine Cones
Decorate pine cones for the holidays
on weekends in December. On
Sundays, December 5, 12, & 19, pine
cone decorating is from 1-3 pm and on
Saturdays, December l l & 18 it is
from 9 am-noon in the Botany Lab in
the Administration & Research Center
following Breakfast with Santa in the
Ginkgo Restaurant.
Also in December is a special presentation on coyotes by Naturalist Carl
Strang from Willowbrook Wildlife
Center. This program is offered
Sunday, December l2 from 2-2:45 pm
in the Research Center Horticulture Lab.

Have Breakfast with Santa
Your elves are sure to love our
Breakfast with Santa. This year, we're
offering this special opportunity on
two Saturdays - December 11 and 18,
at 8 am and 10 am in the Ginkgo
Restaurant.
Your little ones will love this chance to
sit on Santa's lap and receive an indi-

vidualized gift. For members, the cost
is $9 per person for adults and children.
Non-members pay $12 per person for
adults and children. Reservations are a
must and can be made by calling the
restaurant, 630-719-2457. Please
make your reservations as soon as
possible to avoid disappointment.

How can we make it easier for you to
participate?
_Schedule events at two different times or
on two different days.
_ Schedule activities at another time.
(Please indicate what time(s) is (are) best:
_Schedule activities on a different day
(Please indicate what day(s) are best:

Yu le Love this Celebration

_Other (Please specify:

We hope you're one of our many
members who make the annual
Yuletide Celebration part of your holiday tradition. This year, due to popular demand, we have scheduled two
hunts for the Yule Log: 12:30 pm and
2:30 pm on Sunday, December 26.

Name _

_

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___

City _ _ __ _ _ _ _~State

Age
_25 &under
-40-55

Dress warmly, wear your hiking shoes,
and join us at the Visitor Center. We'll
start the hunt with rhyming clues and
a trumpet fanfare. We'll also treat you
to some caroling and interesting historical tidbits about this tradition and
end it all with a cup of Wassail.

_26-39
_56 & older

Number of children
_0
_1 age _ __ __
_ 2-3 ages _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
_ 4 or more ages _ _ __ _ _ __
Please mail your survey to:
The Morton Arboretum
4100 Illinois Route 53
Lisle, IL 60532-1 293
Attn: Marketing Manager

All are welcome, and no reservations
are necessary For more information,
call Visitor Services, 630-719-2465.

You can also leave this survey in one of
the drop boxes located at the Gatehouse,
Visitor Services, Ginkgo Coffee Shop and
the Administration & Research Center.
Thank you for sharing your thoughts with us.
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Trail Worth Trying: Woodland Trail
Winter is the perfect time to look for
clues about what the new Woodland
Trail area was like many years ago. As
you walk clockwise on this 0.6-mile
loop, accessible from Parking 14, look
for widely spaced white oaks. Notice
how many of them have old, dead
horizontal branches fairly low to the
ground. These are clues that this was

The'

Morton
Arboretum
4100 Illinois Route 53
Lisle, IL 60532-1293
www.mortonarb.org
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once a wide-open savanna. The rest of
the trees have developed in recent years.

which require more moisture than the
upland white oaks.

As the trail heads downhill, can you
predict how the trees will change7
Notice how the upland side of the
trail has white oaks. On the downhill
side, you'll also notice more red oaks,
bur oaks, sugar maples, and lindens,

As the trail turns west toward the
parking lot, look for the tree with
the large yellow diamond. That's the
largest diameter black walnut in the
Arboretum.

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit No.7
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Special Events
& Activities

The'

Morton
Arboretum

November &: December at the Arboretum

November
Tram tours

Wednesdays and weekends
(weather permitting) 50-minute
guided tour of the Arboretum
aboard the Acorn Express open
air tram.
$3 per seat ($2 for members)
Tickets available at Visitor
Services
Noon, 1:15, and 2:30pm
3
Wednesday
Pruning Demonstration

November is a good time to
start thinking about how you
want your trees and shrubs to
look next year. Stop by the
Arboretum for a 15-minute
demonstration on how to prune
your plants.
Adults and children 6+
Visitor Center Courtyard
1:15pm

7
Sunday
Wildlife and Gardening

14 Sunday
Wildlife and Gardening

String popcorn and cranberries
to feed the birds and discover
plants that birds and other animals will enjoy in your garden.
You can also see a variety of birds
that may visit your backyard
and find out about the different
ways that they find food.
All ages
Research Center
Horticulture Lab
1:00 - 3:00 pm

Sundays in November.
See November 7 for details.
All ages
Research Center
Horticulture Lab
1:00 - 3:00 pm

"Bring on the Birds"

Do you enjoy watching our
avian friends in your backyard?
join Tony Tyznik as he talks
about plants that attract birds
to your garden. 45-minute slide
presentation.
Adults and children 8+
Thornhill Education Center
2:00 - 2:45 pm
Minneapolis Guitar Quartet

4
Thursday
Dollar Discovery Day

Special programs, dollar specials
in the Gift Shop, Coffee Shop,
and on the Acorn Express.

Chamber Concert
Thornhill Education Center
2:15pm
Tickets $15 per person
Call630-7l9-2465
10 Wednesday
Pruning Demonstration

Stop by or call
Visitor Services
at 630-719-2465
for an updated
schedule of
guided walks

November is a good time to
start thinking about how you
want your trees and shrubs to
look next year. Stop by the
Arboretum for a 15-minute
demonstration on how to prune
your plants.
Adults and children 6+
Visitor Center Courtyard
1:15pm

20-21 Saturday & Sunday
Nature Artists' Guild
Holiday Show

Enjoy the beauty of nature art
and find a special art treasure for
holiday gift giving. This year, the
Nature Artists' guild show features
over 150 works with autumn and
winter themes along with small
items for sale. Children's scavenger
hunt and artist demonstrations are
also part of the weekend events.
All ages
Thornhill Auditorium
Noon - 5:00 pm

December
5
Sunday
Leafing through the
Arboretum
Behind the scenes tour of the
Arboretum.
Adults and children 6 +
Visitor Center
1:00- 1:45pm
Nature Decorations
Bring out the glitter and ribbon;
it's time to decorate for the holidays! Make a special pine cone
ornament for your tree this year.
All ages ·
Research Center Botany Lab
1:00 - 3:00 pm
All ages
Five Guys Named Moe

9
Thursday
Members Shopping Night
join us for this special event,
come for dinner and stay to shop.
Ginkgo Restaurant will be open
for dinner from 5:30- 8:00pm.
Then visit the Gift Shop where
members receive a 15% discount.
Reservations required for
dinner, call630-719-2457
5:30 - 8:00 pm

Coyotes
Coyotes used to live mostly in
western North America. However,
this adaptable animal has
expanded its range and now
lives all over the continent,
often in suburban and urban
areas. Carl Strang , naturalist
from Willowbrook Wildlife
Center, will talk about the
habitat and behavior of these
interesting creatures.
Research Center
Horticulture Lab
Ages 8+
2:00 -2:45 pm

Saturday
Breakfast with Santa
Santa is making his list and
checking it twice preparing for
his trip to the Arboretum to have
breakfast with your family at the
Ginkgo Restaurant.
Reservations required
8:00 and 10:00 am seatings
Tickets $9 per person
Call 630-719-2457

Chamber Concert
Thornhill Education Center
2:15pm
Tickets $15 per person
Call 630-719-2465

12 Sunday
Nature Decorations
Bring out the glitter and ribbon;
it's time to decorate for the holidays! Make a special pine cone
ornament for your tree this year.
All ages
Research Center
Botany Lab
1:00- 3:00pm

Nature Decorations
Bring out the glitter and ribbon;
it's time to decorate for the holidays! Make a special pine cone
ornament for your tree this year.
Research Center
Botany Lab
All ages
9:00am- Noon
~

~
~

Literary Landscapes
Join us for a different look at
the Illinois prairie. Poet, literature professor and Arboretum
writing instructor james
Ballowe will read his own and
others' poems from "An Illinois
Portfolio," a 1997 collection of
works by six recognized Illinois
poets and six painters, all of
whom are committed to representing local natural landscapes through art
Thornhill Education Center
3:00 - 4:00 pm

12

Sunday

Nature Decorations

Bring out the glitter and ribbon;
it's time to decorate for the holidays! Make a special pine cone

ornament for your tree this year.
All ages
Research Center
Botany Lab
1:00 - 3:00 pm
Coyotes

Coyotes used to live mostly in
western North America. However;
this adaptable animal has
expanded its range and now
lives all over the continent,
often in suburban and urban
areas. Carl Strang , naturalist
from Willowbrook Wildlife
Center, will talk about the
habitat and behavior of these
interesting creatures.
Research Center
Horticulture Lab
Ages 8+
2:00 -2:45pm
Literary Landscapes

Story Time

Storyteller Gene Gryniewicz
will tell special coyote trickster
tales.
Ages 4-10
Ginkgo Restaurant
3:30- 4:00pm
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Saturday

Breakfast with Santa
Santa is making his list and

checking it twice preparing for
his trip to the Arboretum to
have breakfast with your family
at the Ginkgo Restaurant.
Reservations are required.
8:00 and 10:00 am seatings
Tickets $9 per person
Call 630-719-2457
Nature Decorations

Bring out the glitter and ribbon;
it's time to decorate for the holidays! Make a special pine cone
ornament for your tree this year.
Research Center
Botany Lab
All ages
9:00 am -Noon

join us for a different look at
the Illinois prairie. Poet, literature professor and Arboretum
writing instructor james
Ballowe will read his own and
others' poems from "An Illinois
Portfolio," a 1997 collection of
works by six recognized Illinois
poets and six painters, all of
whom are committed to representing local natural landscapes through art
Thornhill Education Center
3:00- 4:00pm

Sunday
Nature Decorations

Bring out the glitter and
ribbon; it's time to decorate
for the holidays! Make a
special pine cone ornament
for your tree this year.
All ages
Research Center
Botany Lab
1:00 - 3:00 pm

Sunday
Yuletide Celebration

Travel back in time and
participate in one of the
Arboretum's favorite
traditions. Beginning with
trumpet fanfare, adults and
children will follow rhyming
clues that lead them to the
Yule Log hidden on the
Arboretum Grounds. After
the hunt, we'll celebrate
with a warm fire and hot
wassail. Dress for the
weather and be prepared to
hike for one-two miles.
All Ages
Two hunts this year!
12:30 & 2:30 pm

Plant It

for ourpzanef

Education Program Seminar:

Garden Architecture
Friday & Saturday, December 3 & 4, 1999
8:30 am to 5:00 pm

This seminar will broaden your knowledge of landscape design strategies, available
materials, and construction methods. Each day includes a morning lecture to
introduce design concepts and techniques, followed by an afternoon on-site tour.
For more information on this and other Education programs, contact
the Registrar: 630-719-2468.
Registration and fee required. Thornhill Education Center

Coming in january & February
join us each Sunday for activities,
programs, and food of course.
january and February program themes
for adults and children will include
Digging up the Dinosaur, Groundhogs, and Colors in Nature.

Dine with the Garden Chef
join the Garden Chef for a multi-course
dinner featuring robust kitchen herbs.
This feast will be prepared Tuesday,
November 9, from 6-8 p.m. at the
Ginkgo Restaurant.

A magnificent brunch is offered in the
Ginkgo Restaurant from l l am to 3 pm.
Call630-719-2457 for information and
reservations.

The dinner follows a series of classes on
herbs offered this fall through the
Arboretum's Education Program. The
classes focus on growing, harvesting,
and preserving a variety of herbs. Each
quarter, a new series of herb classes are
offered in Education, followed by a
Garden Chef dinner.

A Winter Festival will be held on
February 26 and 27, with ice sculptures, activities for families, and an
opportunity to shake the winter blues.
Volunteers are always welcome!
They assist the Arboretum's work in plant
collections, in research laboratories, at
special events, and as visitor information
resources.
For more details, contact the Volunteer
program: 630-719-2443.

You don't have to be a class member
though to share in the bountiful harvest.
Dinner is open to everyone. The cost is
$29 for members; $37 for non-members.
To make reservations, call the Registrar,
630-71 9-2468.

General Information
Grounds Hours/Entrance Fees
Daylight Savings Time, 7:00am to 7:00pm
or dusk; Central Standard Time, 7:00am
to 5:00 pm or dusk
Members FREE
$7/car, discounted to $3 on Wednesdays
$50/bus, discounted to $25 on Wednesdays

How to find
The Morton Arboretum

Visitor Center Hours
Visitor Services, Ginkgo Gift Shop and
Coffee Shop: 9:00am to 5:00pm daily
Ginkgo Restaurant: 11:00 am to 3:00 pm daily

N

Sterling Morton Library Hours
(Closed for construction)

s

Founder's Room
Morton family historical exhibits
Thornhill Education Center (Parking 19)
Open weekdays, except holidays,
9:00 am to 4:30 pm

Only 25 miles west of Chicago's Loop.
Just north of 1-88 and west of 1-355.
Follow directional signs to the Arboretum.

For a safe and serene Arboretum, please:
• Observe speed limit of 20 mph
• Park in numbered lots only
• Jog on paved roads, not trails

May we help you?

Please, no:
• Pets, except service animals
• Bicycling, fishing, or active sports
• Intoxicants
• Grills and fires
• Damaging of plants

The Arboretum has facilities providing
access for visitors with physical disabilities.
Call630-719-2465 for more information.
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Morton
Arboretum
4100 Illinois Route 53
Lisle, IL 60532-1293
www.mortonarb.org

Visit us on the webl www.mortonarb.org

Administration Reception

630-968-0074

General Information & Events
(24-hour recording)

630-719-2400

Visitor Services &
Special Events

630-719-2465

Bloom 'n Color Hotline

630-719-7955

Education Program Registrar

630-719-2468

Membership Services

630-719-2453

Volunteer Opportunities

630-719-2443

Development!Fundraising

630-719-2441

Ginkgo Restaurant

630-719-2457

Ginkgo Gift Shop

630-719-2454

Sterling Morton Library

630-719-2427

The mission of The Morton Arboretum
is to collect and study trees, shrubs, and other

plants f rom around the world, to display them
across naturally beautiful landscapes for people
to study and enjoy, and to learn how to grow
them in ways that enhance our environment.
Our goal is to encourage the planting and conservation of trees and other plants for a greener,
healthier, and more beautiful world.

