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MARCH-APRIL 2015 PROGRAMS AT THE MORTON ARBORETUM
LISLE, Illinois (Feb. 4, 2015) —Celebrate spring’s return at The Morton Arboretum with a slate of exciting
events and programs that explore a season of buds and blooms as well as the Arboretum’s signature
holiday, Arbor Day.
Bring man’s best friend for a nature hike during Dog Admission Day in March. The month also features a St.
Patrick’s Day-themed Chef’s Table and the chance to enjoy a mid-week break in our Ginkgo Restaurant
during Wednesdays, Woods and Wine Unplugged. Hop over to the Arboretum in April for Breakfast with
the Bunny and a delicious Easter Brunch. We kick-off our celebration of trees with the fifth annual Arbor
Day 10K on April 19, and a visit from Curious George, a tree planting and special events in the Children’s
Garden all day long on Arbor Day, April 24.
This summer, The Morton Arboretum presents Nature Connects®: Art with LEGO® Bricks by Sean Kenney.
Taking place July 17- November 1, the exhibit will showcase 13 larger-than-life nature scenes crafted entirely
from LEGO® building blocks. Don’t miss this chance to see a six-foot-tall monarch butterfly, a sculpture of a
hummingbird perched above a flower standing at more than five feet, and many more.

March-April Highlights

Chamber Concert Series
Sunday, March 1, 2:15 p.m.
$24 for members, $29 for nonmembers
Acclaimed duo from the Madison Bach Musicians, soprano Chelsea and fortepiano Trevor Stephenson, will
perform an afternoon of pieces by Mozart, Haydn and Schubert. Stephenson will perform on his 5-octave
18th-century German fortepiano to accompany Morris in addition to his solo works by Mozart and
Beethoven. Stephenson will also give a brief talk on classical style and music of the 18th-century masters. A
reception and an opportunity to meet the musicians will follow the performance.
Wednesdays, Woods & Wine Unplugged
Wednesdays, March 4 through March 25, 5:30 to 8 p.m.
$10 for members, $15 for nonmembers
Visitors can enjoy wine or beer, light fare, and live music indoors overlooking picturesque Meadow Lake. A
full tapas menu and cash bar is also available. Performances include the Midwest Dueling Pianos on March
4, Andrew Salgado on March 11, Guitarra Azul on March 18 and White Saddle Band on March 25 and will
take place from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
NEW! Dog Admission Day
Saturday, March 7
$5 per dog
From 7 a.m. to sunset, visitors can bring their dog with them to hike the Arboretum’s 16 miles of trails. Dogs
are not allowed in any of the Arboretum’s buildings, the Children’s Garden or Maze Garden.
Easter Events
Breakfast with the Bunny
Friday, April 3 and Saturday, April 4, 9-11 a.m.
$35 member adult, $27 member child
$44 nonmember adult, $33 nonmember child
Children younger than 3 are admitted free
Visitors are encouraged to hop on over for a tasty springtime buffet featuring a visit from the Easter Bunny.
The Easter Bunny will roam throughout the Ginkgo Restaurant visiting with families and delivering an Easter
treat for the kinds. Each child will get a decorated bunny cookie and a jelly bean goodie bag.
Easter Brunch
Sunday, April 5, Seatings at 9:30 a.m., noon, and 3 p.m.
$52 member adult, $59 nonmember adult
$32 member child, $39 nonmember child
Children younger than 3 are admitted free
Dine on chef-carved prime rib, made-to-order omelets, pasta, and more while overlooking picturesque

Meadow Lake and enjoy a visit from the Easter Bunny. Adults 21 and older will also receive a complimentary
glass of champagne or a mimosa.
Arbor Day
It’s Arbor Day all month long at the Arboretum
Arbor Day 10K
Sunday, April 19, Registration and packet pickup begins at 6:30 a.m., Race at 8 a.m.
$35 for members, $45 for nonmembers if registered by April 10
$45 on race day, spots may be limited
Welcome the return of spring with the fifth annual Arbor Day 10K. Race participants will travel a USA Track
& Field-certified course of scenic, rolling terrain on the Arboretum’s east side. Runners receive a shortsleeve technical T-shirt, recovery food, admission to the Arboretum and a post-race party that includes live
music and a complimentary post-race beer. The top three men and women in the designated age groups will
receive medals.
Arbor Day Tree Planting
Friday, April 24, 11 a.m.
Free with Arboretum admission
Celebrate Arbor Day with a visit from Curious George and The Man in the Yellow Hat at the Arboretum.
Enjoy a group reading of Curious George Plants a Tree, and join in a tree planting in the Children’s Garden.
Arbor Weekend
Saturday, April 25-Sunday, April 26, 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Join us as we plant tree seeds, investigate tree cookies and going on a hunt for five unique trees throughout
the garden. These self-guided hands-on discovery activities will be available throughout the weekend,
weather permitting.
Dining Events
NEW!Chef's Table: St. Patrick's Day
$60 members, $65 nonmembers
Thursday, March 12, 6-8 p.m.
Join the Arboretum’s Head Chef Danny Ovanin as he prepares dishes that call to mind the Emerald Isle,
helping attendees learn how to create the same dishes at home. The cooking lesson will be followed by a Q
& A session with the chef as diners enjoy a meal together.
Youth and Family Programs
Children’s Garden Activities

Nature’s Instruments
Weekends in March, 11 a.m.-4 p.m.; Weekdays in March, 1-4 p.m.
Free with Arboretum admission
Make your very own musical instrument with natural materials. This self-guided hands-on discovery activity
is available in the Children’s Garden, weather-permitting.
Marchin’ to Nature’s Beat!
Saturday, March 28-Sunday, March 29, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
Free with Arboretum admission
Nature provides us with some of the very best musical instruments. Discover which instruments come from
trees and other natural materials in demonstrations offered throughout the day, then make some music of
your own. This activity takes place weather permitting.
Trash to Treasure
Weekdays in April, 1-4 p.m.
Free with Arboretum admission
Discover the world of recycling through fun games and make a recycled craft of your own to take home.
This self-guided hands-on discovery activity is available in the Children's Garden, weather permitting.
Tree-rific Trees
Weekends in April, 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Free with Arboretum admission
Visit the Children's Garden to discover some interesting facts about trees and plant your own tree seed to
take home in this self-guided hands-on discovery activity, available weather permitting.
Garden Story Time
Fridays in April, 11 a.m.
Free with Arboretum admission
Gather in the Children’s Garden for story time and fun every Friday.
Family Explorers Backpack
Daily in April, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
$4 for members, $5 for nonmembers
Looking for a unique experience in the Children’s Garden? Rent a self-guided family backpack and enhance
your visit. Backpack rental includes science tools, guides and fun props to explore nature as a family. This
program is suitable for families with children 2 to 6 years old. Backpacks are available in the Visitor Center.
One pack is suggested for up to 5 family members.
Additional Programs for Families

Arbor Reading Adventures
Wednesdays, March 4 and March 11, Friday, March 6, 11-11:45 a.m.
$4 for members, $5 for nonmembers
Join us in the Sterling Morton Library for some interactive story time and fun. We’ll make a craft and then
head out on the grounds for an adventure walk. This program is best suited for children ages 3 to 5, and an
adult must accompany a child.
A Handful of Nature: 3-5 years
Tuesday, April 7 or Wednesday, April 15, 9:30-11 a.m.
$18 for members, $25 for nonmembers
Enjoy stories, crafts, games and play in this texture-based sensory program. Rough, smooth, crunchy or
fuzzy; children will find much hiding among the trees to start their own nature collection. Adults must
accompany children, who are encouraged to wear shoes and clothes that can get dirty.
A Handful of Nature: 18-35 months
Wednesday, April 8 and Tuesday, April 14, 9:30-10:45 a.m.
$15 for members, $22 for nonmembers
Enjoy stories, crafts, games and play in this texture-based sensory program. Rough, smooth, crunchy or
fuzzy; children will find much hiding among the trees to start their own nature collection. Adults must
accompany children, who are encouraged to wear shoes and clothes that can get dirty.
Acorn Express Adventures
Wednesdays and Fridays in April, 11:00-11:45 a.m.
$4 for members, $5 for nonmembers, fee does not include Arboretum admission
Join us on the Acorn Express tram for a family friendly adventure through the Arboretum. We’ll seek out fun
destinations to hike, make a craft, and explore new topics each week. This program is suitable for children
age 2 and older with an adult. Acorn Express Adventures will not take place April 24.
Flower Petal Tea Party
Saturday, April 11, 10-11:30 a.m. and 2-3:30 p.m.
$21 for members, $29 for nonmembers
Enjoy a cup of tea and sweet treats, discover which parts of trees and plants make the best teas, then plant
some herbs to take home and grow. Celebrate spring with a special girl in your life. This program is
recommended for children 2 and older.
Adult Programs and Events
Basic Nature Photography
Thursdays, March 19-26, 6:30-9:30 p.m. and Saturday, March 21, 8-11 a.m.
$95 for members, $112 for nonmembers
This course is designed for the beginning nature photographer to learn confidence and focus.

Become familiar with your camera controls, basic composition, transferring and editing your digital images.
The Saturday session will be spent practicing in-field techniques with a discussion of images to follow.
Botanical Art With Pencil
Tuesdays, March 24 and April 7-121, 6:30-9:30 p.m.
$160 for members, $188 for nonmembers
As you study and draw the details of living plants, you will learn the techniques of pencil drawing, develop
your eye-hand coordination, and learn the structures of the plants you draw. Regular activities include daily
drawing exercises, weekly home assignments, and constructive critiques. Beginners in art or botanical
drawing are welcome. Class will not take place March 31.
Developing Your Photographic Style
Thursdays, March 26-April 23, 6:30-9:30 p.m.
$178 for members, $209 for nonmembers
In this class, explore the creative process by looking at how nature photographers make use of elements like
movement, structure, and rhythm to compose images. Lectures will define various artistic and
compositional elements, illustrate how they occur naturally, and discuss how they can be used to enhance a
picture. Field sessions will give participants an opportunity to apply these ideas and classroom critiques will
offer constructive feedback.
Gouache Weekend Workshop
Saturday, March 28-Sunday, March 29, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
$105 for members, $123 for nonmembers
Learn the tricks of working with gouache, an opaque watercolor paint. Check out original works from artist
Barbara Dietzsch, then explore how to create organic backgrounds. Working with those backgrounds and
specimens, you will compose a botanical illustration of your own design.
Begin to Draw Nature
Mondays, March 30-April 27, 6:30-9:30 p.m.
$160 for members, $188 for nonmembers
Learn the basics of drawing nature in this course designed for beginners. We will discuss everything from
how to hold your pencil to what kind of paper to use. You will have time to work on drawing skills in a nopressure setting.
Perennial Gardening Basics
Wednesday, April 1, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
$25 for members, $33 for nonmembers
Take your garden to the next level by learning to select, plant, and care for perennial plants. This program is
great for individuals who are new to perennial gardening or those who are looking for a higher level of
success. Several common perennials that are suitable for northern Illinois will be featured in detail.
Spring Fauna

Thursdays, April 2 and April 9, 6:30-9:30 p.m. and Saturdays, April 18-May 2, 1-4 p.m.
$178 for members, $209 for nonmembers
In the spring, animals emerge from their winter slumber, explore their habitats, and choose their mates.
Study the field identification and natural history of reptiles and amphibians and observe patterns of
emergence, habitat, mate selection, and migration.
Full Moon Tram Tour: Nature at Night
Saturday, April 4, 7:30-9:30 p.m.
$8 for members, $10 for nonmembers
Discover what happens at the Arboretum at night when no one is around. With the moon shining through
the trees a tram ride reveals a captivating symphony of sounds, mysterious spaces, and wildlife on the
move. During our ride and short hikes, we will discuss night ecology, share stories of moon lore, and enjoy
the magic of nature at night.
Nature Photography: Light & Exposure
Wednesdays, April 8-April 22, 6:30-9:30 p.m.
Saturdays, April 11 and April 18; 8-11 a.m.
$178 for members, $209 for nonmembers
Learn to creatively use light and examine the quantity, color, and quality of light found during the course of
the day and the seasons. We will discuss the various qualities of light that photographers encounter in
shooting the natural landscape. Through practice in the field and classroom reviews, learn how to use
different natural lighting creatively and effectively, what filters to use, and how to get correct exposures in
each light quality.
Botanical Art with Colored Pencil
Saturdays, April 11-May 9, 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
$160 for members, $188 for nonmembers
Explore the nature of color and how colors impact each other and the viewer. Develop the vocabulary to
discuss color and practice its application in the medium of colored pencil. Add to your sketchbook and finish
several colored pencil drawings.
Spring Pruning
Saturday, April 11, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
$65 for members, $75 for nonmembers
Gain an understanding of the plant science behind pruning, practice properly timed pruning techniques, and
learn to select the right equipment for the job in this hands-on class. Proper pruning will enhance form,
maintain size, and improve woody plant health.
Local Flora: Spring
Saturdays, April 11-May 2, 8 a.m.-noon
$178 for members, $209 for nonmembers

Learn the names of the wildflowers covering the forest floor in spring. Discover the identification and
characteristics of native and introduced plants flowering in spring in the forests, prairies, wetlands, and
other areas of the Arboretum.
Design a Spring Container
Saturday, April 11, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
$35 for members, $43 for nonmembers
Design an outstanding spring container with one of the experts behind the Arboretum’s container displays.
In this easy workshop, you will learn optimal plant combinations, secrets of color and texture, successful
planting techniques, how to prune and edit, and more. This class is for experienced container gardeners.
Attendees are asked to provide their own 10- to 12-inch container.
Field Study: Birds of Spring
Sundays, April 12-May 17, 8-11:30 a.m.
$178 for members, $209 for nonmembers
Learn how to identify Illinois' spring resident and migratory birds by sight and call and meet other birders.
We will meet primarily outdoors and visit different habitats around the area to learn calls and identification
of field marks. Indoors, we will discuss behavioral clues that help in identification, feather arrangement, and
physical topography and review daily checklists from the prior field days.
Special Topics in Bird ID: Spring
Sundays, April 12-April 26, 12:30-3:30 p.m.
$95 for members, $112 for nonmembers
Take a closer look at identifying common but complex groups of birds. Practice noting basic field marks,
become skilled at recognizing key details of a bird’s appearance, and learn to account for wear and molt to
avoid common pitfalls of identification. This class will examine specific bird families, including thrushes,
wrens, flycatchers, swallows, shorebirds, and blackbirds, and discuss common approaches for breaking
down each group. Please dress for the weather and for hiking on uneven terrain. Some sessions will meet
away from the Arboretum. Attendees should bring binoculars, field guide, water and a snack.
Gardening 101
Mondays, April 13-April 27, 6:30-9:30 p.m.
$105 for members, $123 for nonmembers
Learn the recommended way to plant, transplant, and maintain trees, shrubs, and perennials with a handson approach. Discover how and when to water, how to use mulches and fertilizers, and other routine
maintenance tasks.
Intro to Nature Photography
Wednesday April 15 and Thursday April 16, 6:30-9:30 p.m.
Wednesdays, April 22-29, 6:30-9:30 p.m.
Saturdays, April 18-25, 8-11 a.m.
$178 for members, $209 for nonmembers

Gain an appreciation for your camera's technology and learn the basics of field notes, exposure,
composition, and characteristics of light through classroom instruction, hands-on demonstrations, practice
in the field, and constructive critiques. Nature photography allows you to document and express your
interest in seasons, landscapes, and more.
Spring Plant Combinations
Thursday, April 16, 6:30-9 p.m.
$35 for members, $43 for nonmembers
Discover spring flowering shrubs, perennials, and bulbs that are happy companions and reliable performers.
Careful plant selections and combinations are key to the success of your garden.
Windowsill Herb Gardens
Saturday, April 18, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
$45 for members, $53 for nonmembers
Take advantage of your window space to grow herbs indoors. Our herb garden expert will show you the best
techniques for establishing and caring for windowsill herb gardens that are as attractive as they are
functional. Make a simple planter in class and get great recipes to take home.
Build a Terrarium
Saturday, April 18, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
$45 for members, $53 for nonmembers
Learn techniques for making unique terrariums and make a simple terrarium to take home. Arboretum
botanical arranger Emmy Lou John will show you insider secrets, discuss the best plants for terrariums and
how to maintain them. Then construct your own terrarium in class to get started.
Spring Bird Walks
Saturday, April 18, 8-10:30 a.m.
$8 for members, $10 for nonmembers, fee does not include admission
Celebrate spring by searching the Arboretum grounds for nature’s brightly colored pageant of spring birds.
Eastern bluebirds, rufous-sided towhees, and eastern meadowlarks are among the many birds that return to
or pass through Illinois on their way north. Join us to follow the spring migration through the season with an
expert guide. This class will be held primarily outdoors so attendees are encouraged to dress for the
weather.
Beginner’s Nature Drawing Workshop: Colored Pencil
Saturday April 18 or Sunday April 19, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
$35 for members, $43 for nonmembers
Spend a day learning the basics and create a colored pencil drawing of a spring flower. This class will be held
in the Founder’s Room, which is part of the original Morton family mansion. The program will also include
light refreshments and a stroll through the Nature Artists’ Guild Spring Exhibit. Attendees do not need
previous experience.

Design a Fairy Garden
Sunday, April 19, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
Capture the magic and whimsy of youth with a fairy garden that is perfect for small landscapes or tiny
garden scenes are fun and practical. Learn the best plants and care techniques for creating miniature
landscapes, examine designs ranging from a single container to a garden planting, and see a demonstration
of how to create a garden in class.
Salamander Survey
Sunday, April 19, 1-4 p.m.
$35 for members, $43 for nonmembers
Explore the fascinating biology of salamanders and learn techniques for monitoring their biodiversity for
management purposes. Monitoring amphibian populations is a critical part of understanding ecosystem
function and assessing the effects of restoration and management. Discover how the health of salamander
populations is tied to tree and woodland health and hunt for salamanders on the grounds of the Arboretum.
Be prepared to be outside and dress to get muddy.
Bumps in the Night
Tuesdays, April 21-28, 6:30-9:30 p.m.
$65 for members, $76 for nonmembers
Take a closer look at the natural history of some of the local denizens of the night and explore how our daily
lives impact theirs. Whinnying screech owls and trilling toads will resonate in your ears as we explore the
Arboretum’s wetlands, woods, and fields after sunset. While frogs, owls, and rails will be our main focus,
insects, bats and other mammals may take the stage while we are in the field. Please dress for the weather
and for walking over uneven terrain and uphill. Attendees are asked to bring a water bottle, clipboard, and
writing tools.
Native Grasses, Groundcovers, and Vines
Tuesday, April 21, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
$25 for members, $33 for nonmembers
Fill out your garden with native grasses, groundcovers, and vines. This season, create structure and texture
in your garden with tried and true plant selections. Sharon Yiesla from the Arboretum’s Plant Clinic will
highlight winning selections from these essential garden plants.
Landscape Plants: Early Spring
Wednesdays, April 22-April 29, 6-9 p.m. and Saturday, May 2, 9 a.m.-noon
$105 for members, $123 for nonmembers
Learn to identify trees and shrubs at their peak in early spring by height, form, leaf texture, and flower.
Discover how proper care can reduce maintenance time and costs and determine how to select plants that
will work in your landscape. Landscape Plants courses focus on both native and exotic plants that are
available in regional nurseries and growing in the Chicago region. Instructors emphasize identification
characteristics and favored light and soil conditions of plants selected for seasonal displays.

Spring Woodland Wildflowers
Saturday, April 25, 9:30 a.m.-noon
$16 for members, $24 for nonmembers
Wander through the ever-changing array of blooms in our woodlands to learn how to identify wildflowers
such as trillium, mayapple, and dog-tooth violet and hear about their folklore. Please dress for the weather
and for walking on trails.
Faux Metal Garden Globes
Saturday April 25, 9:30 a.m.-3:30 pm. and Sunday, April 26, 10 a.m.–noon
$65 for members, $75 for nonmembers
Discover how to make lightweight garden sculpture that looks like metal. We will work with building
materials to create a beach ball sized sculpture for the garden. After allowing it to dry, participants will
return the next day to apply a patina finish giving sculptures an aged feeling.
Bird Behavior
Wednesdays, April 29-May 13, 6-8:30 p.m., and Saturdays, May 2 and May 16, 7:30-11:30 a.m.
$160 for members, $188 for nonmembers
Explore the significance of songs and plumage in determining the territory, mate selection, and the different
sexual strategies employed by birds. Discuss how nest construction and foraging patterns affect
reproductive success and daily survival and examine the costs and benefits of migration. Saturday sessions
will be spent in the field, observing behaviors that link bird species to each other and their environment.
Please dress for the weather and for hiking on uneven terrain.
Getting the Garden You Want
Thursday, April 30, 6-8 p.m.
$35 for members, $43 for nonmembers
In this small workshop, review what you love about your garden, what you’d like to improve, and how you’d
like to use the space. Susan Jacobson, The Morton Arboretum’s landscape architect, will share images of
outdoor room ideas for inspiration, then work with you to develop ideas on how to get the landscape you
want to have.
Warbler Workshop
Thursday, April 30, 7-9 p.m. and Saturday, May 2, 8 a.m.-12 p.m.
$55 for members, $65 for nonmembers
In this intensive workshop, enjoy the spring warbler migration while learning about identification, arrival
dates, migration patterns, habitat preferences, and daily feeding techniques. Please dress for the weather
and for hiking on uneven terrain during the Saturday field session. Attendees are encouraged to bring
binoculars, a favorite field guide, water and a snack.

About The Morton Arboretum
The Morton Arboretum is an internationally recognized outdoor tree museum on 1,700 acres. Plant
collections, scientific research and education programs support the mission to plant and conserve trees and
other plants for a greener, healthier and more beautiful world. Designed with natural landscapes, the
grounds include the award-winning, four-acre interactive Children’s Garden, the one-acre Maze Garden,
plus specialty gardens, 16 miles of trails and nine miles of roads. Visitor experiences include the open-air
tram ride, guided walks, Arbor Day celebrations, concerts, art shows, the Fall Color Festival, Illumination and
special exhibits. The Arboretum welcomes 885,000 visitors annually and receives support from 38,600
member households. Located 25 miles west of Chicago in Lisle, Illinois, the Arboretum is open daily 7 a.m.
until sunset. Learn more at mortonarb.org.
Admission Rate
Nonmember admission rates to The Morton Arboretum are $9 for adults ages 18-64, $8 for seniors ages 65
and over, $6 for children ages 2-17 and free for children under age 2 through March 31, 2015 and every
Wednesday throughout the year. From April to November, nonmember admission rates are $14 for adults,
$12 for seniors and $9 for children. Parking is free with admission. Members receive free general admission
all year long.

