Through the south gate, one glimpses the Sargent crabapple, named for the distinguished
Harvard professor who played so important a role in the founding of our Arboretum. Flanking the
Library door to the left as one completes the tour grows a Ginkgo. This unique species of tree from
China, like the Metasequoia, is a survivor from Mesozoic times. Below it and extending along the
edge of the stepping stones are specimens of the creeping form of Oregon Holly-grape, Mahonia
repens. This shrub was brought from the west by Lewis and Clark and named for Bernard
M'Mahon, an early American nurseryman and author of the first North American garden book. A
small tree to the right is called Christmasberry or Photinia; an underplanting of white-flowering
Periwinkle bears the name of the celebrated English garden designer, Gertrude Jekyll.
Such a garden outside the doors of a botanical library is a pleasing footnote to the book collection. The rapprochement between the printed word and its living subject matter is a real joy to
the literate gardener- and a suitable tribute to the imaginative and talented naturalist whose
teachings are so appropriately documented in the Reading Garden that bears her name. It was
conceived and designed by her former pupil, Mary K. Moulton, now librarian of the Sterling
Morton Library.

~ Arboretum News and Notes ~
THE FOUR SEASONS TRAIL.
In February, 1965, a
Cub Scout TraiL the first in the Midwest, was
opened at the Morton Arboretum. Tn a ribboncutting ceremony in the Thornhill Building, the
chairman of the Arboretum's board of trustees
transferred the trai l to the president of the Du
Page Council of the Boy S:outs of America. Also
taking part in the ceremony were other members
of the Du Page Council, members of the Arboretum staff, and a large and enthusiastic group of
Cub Scouts.

During that day, the Four Seasons Trail, was
well inaugurated by approximately 1500 Cubs
and adults who took the mile-long hike . The trail
starts at the Thornhill Building, follows the Joy
Path to the river and back to the Thornhill Building and the nature exhibits there. In naming the
trail its designer's aim was to encourage Cub
Scouts to return to the Arboretum at each season of the year to become acquainted with the
seasonal changes in the trees and other living
things around them.
This trail is a natural outgrowth of the successful Boy Scout Trail which was inaugurated one
year earlier. In the first ten months nearly 4000
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scouts and scouters from the surrounding area
and as far away as Peoria and Rockford walked
this thirteen-and-a-half mile trail which goes
through the porti o!ls of the Arboretum considered
to be of most interes t to young peopl e. lt is hoped
that in hiking the trail to win a patch and a medal ,
the scout will be stimulated to return to the
Arboretum for furth e r acquainta nce with woody
plants.
Both the Boy Scout Trail and the Cub Scout
Trail were laid out by a committee of the Du Page
Council of the Boy Scouts of Am e rica of which
Roy M . Nordine. Propagator at the Arboretum ,
is chairman. All arrangements for groups of
scouts (the Girl Scouts are al so invited) to use
the trails must be made through the Du Page
Area Council of the Boy Scouts of America , 303
South Main Street, Lombard, Illinois. Here registration can be made and maps of the trails obtained . Please do not call the Arboretum.
FLOWER SHOW AWARDS .
Those who read in the
Spring Quarterly, the description of the Morton
Arboretum's exhibit at the Chicago World Flower
and Garden Show, may be interested to learn that
this exhibit was judged the most meritorious of

the show. For this the Arboretum was the first
recipient of the new Governor's Award, an impressive silver bowl presented by Governor Kerner to Mrs. Suzette Morton Zurcher, chairman
of trustees. In addition to this recognition, the
Arboretum received a sectional award for the
most outstanding small garden, and the Leonard
H . Vaughan gold medal for the most individual
plant or group of plants.
Congratulations are in order for Anthony Tyznik , Superintendent of the Arboretum, who conceived and developed the prize-winning "Spring
Garden at the Edge of the Forest. "
A BOOST FOR THE PRAIRIE PATH.
In his recent
message addressed to the Congress of the United
States concerning the natural beauty of our country, PrcsidentJohnson referred to the need of trails
for the forgotten outdoor men, those who like to
walk, hike , ride horseback, or bicycle. In mentioning seve ral projects under way across the
country to answer this need , he said, "In Illinois
an abandoned railroad right-of-way is being developed as a Prairie Path ."

He referred, of course, to the Prairie Path suggested by May Theilgaard Watts, Naturalist
Emeritus of the Morton Arboretum , to make use
of the abandoned right-of-way of the Chicago,
Aurora and Elgin Railroad, a portion of which
passes within a few miles of the Arboretum. Mrs.
Watts first proposed the idea of converting the
fifty-four mile right-of-way into a hiking, cycling,
and nature study trail, in a letter to the Chicago
Tribune in September, 1963 . Since then thousands of individuals and many civic and business
organizations in the towns and countryside
through which the railroad ran have joined forces
to try to bring this about. The Open Lands
Project of the Welfare Council of Metropolitan
Chicago has added its weight to the body of interested proponents. The need to conserve open
land for healthful out-of-door recreation for the
whole area is eve r increasing with the growing
population of Chicago and its suburbs.
There is also need of preventing this abandoned right-of-way from becoming another contribution to God's Own Junk yard, as Peter Blake

has called much of the nation's countryside in his
recent book with this arresting title. Mr. Blake,
editor of Architectural Forum, writing as he says
in the preface, not in anger but in fury over the
deterioration of the American landscape through
the " heedless befouling of much of the country
for private gain," shows in words and in pictures
that speak for themselves , what happens when
no one cares about the appearance of his surroundings. Mrs . Watts in describing the Prairie
Path as a "green ribbon of beauty through the
countryside," recognizes the need for beauty as
well as opportunities for nature study and exercise.
The many technical difficulties involved in acquiring and developing a piece of land such as
a right-of-way, where the interests of many must
be considered have not been completely resolved.
But progress is being made ,· and recognition of
th e worth of the idea at the national level may
help the path planners attain their goal. All who
understand the important role that such a path
could play in the prese rvation of outdoor facilities
for the future , are hopeful that soon they will be
able to say that actual development is under way.
In May the Arboretum was
visited by a distinguished group of some 80
bibliophiles, members of the Grolier Club of
New York. This club, named in honor of Jean
Grolier, a famous French book collector during
the reign of Louis XIII, was founded in 1884
to foster fine book production, collecting, and
scholarship.
Since its founding, the club has done much to
encourage bibliophily by publishing bibliographies and arranging exhibits of rare books. In
recent years, traveling to visit important libraries
in this country and abroad has been a part of
the program . For the Grolier Club's visit to the
Sterling Morton Library, Mrs. Moulton, our
librarian, arranged a special exhibit of our most
outstanding rare books.
LIBRARY VISITORS.

The first meeting
of the newly organized Nature Study and Camera
Club of The Morton Arboretum was held in the
Founder's Room of the Thornhill Building on
April 7.
A CAMERA CLUB IS FORMED.
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This club's activities are designed to help the
photographer broaden his knowledge of nature;
to help the person who is interested in nature
improve his photographic techniques, and to
promote nature education through the Morton
Arboretum's exhibition of nature photography.
For further information, call Richard Wason,
Head of Education, 969-5682.
THE ALL-SEASON AUTOMOBILE STICKER.
Those
who come frequently to the Arboretum may wish
to consider purchasing the convenient and economical all-season pass. A fee of ten dollars provides a windshield sticker which permits unlimited
entry to the Arboretum for one car for one year.
For an additional fifty cents, a sticker may be
obtained for a second car registered in the same
name. Holders of these passes receive a free
subscription to The Morton Arborteum Quarterly.

May we suggest that the all-season pass would
be a gift for birthday or Christmas to give pleasure throughout the year? The sticker may be
obtained at the Information Desk in the Arboretum Center.

THE MENTOR MARSH.
At a dedication ceremony
on April 30, Daniel Peterkin, Jr., president of
the Morton Salt Company and a trustee of the
Morton Arboretum, presented the surface rights
of 223 acres of the marshland known as the
Mentor Marsh, to the state of Ohio.
Located along Lake Erie near Fairport, the
marsh is of the greatest interest to naturalists.
Although covering but one square mile, it contains not only every variety of tree, shrub, and
flower native to Northern Ohio, but many animals including the greatest number of bird species
found anywhere in the state.
The Mentor Marsh had earlier been designated
as an official project of the Nature Conservancy,
a national organization whose primary purpose
is the preservation by actual acquisition of natural areas of outstanding esthetic or scientific
importance. The marsh has also been recognized
as a part of the National Park system.

in Volume One, Number One of
the Quarterly: the plate number assigned to the
cover illustration should be corrected to read
Vol. IV Pl. CLXXX/1.
CORRECTION

Climatological Summary
Data
March 1965
April1965
May 1965
----- ----- -- ---- ---- -- ---- ------ ---- ---- ------ ----- --- --- -- ----- -- ------------- -,--------- -- ---------- -- ----------- ----------- -----------Average mean temperature
28.r F
46.9° F
63.9° F
Highest temperature
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76° F

Lowest temperature
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0

0

0

0
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2.87"
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Precipitation
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