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On August 1, 1980, the Arboretum was privileged to host approximately
seventy members of the Garden Writers Association of America as part
of the GWAA's Mid-America Symposium. After a greeting by the Arboretum's Director, Dr. Marion T . Hall, the Garden Writers were addressed by Dr. George Ware, Research Group Administrator, who provided "A Glimpse of Research at the Morton Arboretum." During the
course of the day, the Garden Writers were treated to a Door County fish
boil, guided walks, and open-air bus tours of the grounds along with our
members who attended the August First Friday Night Out. An evening
lecture by Steven F. Christy, Director of Planning, Lake County Forest
Preserve District, on "Jens Jensen and Our Native Landscapes" rounded
out the program.
The Arboretum is pleased to announce the election to its Board of
Trustees of Mrs. Austin M . Zimmerman of Algonquin, Illinois. Known
affectionately to her friends and associates as Sodie, Mrs. Zimmerman is
a long-time member of the Arboretum family, having taught successfully
in our education program over a period spanning nearly two decades .
Her training in art has added a special dimension to the teaching of
courses in wildflowers, ferns, plant families and a number of environmental subjects. Originally a native of Colorado, Sodie was a natural
choice to lead, with Pat Armstrong, the Arboretum's first field seminar
in the Colorado Rockies, in 1971. Repeated twice since then, this popular
trip has been headquartered high in the Blue River valley where the Zimmermans have a condominium overlooking Lake Dillon. More recently,
through similar week-long excursions, Sodie has introduced Arboretum
students to the botanical, scenic and historical charms of Kentucky's
Cumberland Mountains. On most of these excursions, Sodie has been
accompanied by her attorney husband, Zim. Sodie's special interest and
expertise in wildflowers and their culture is demonstrated in the lovely
natural gardens that grace the Zimmermans' home, Brae Burn Farm. Besides involvement with the Arboretum, Sodie has been active on the
Women' s Board of the Chicago Horticultural Society, with the Nature
Conservancy, and with various garden clubs. She is a recipient of Garden
Club of America's Eloise Payne Liquer Medal for notable achievements
in the fields of botany, the fine arts, and education. We warmly welcome
Sodie in her new role as Arboretum Trustee and anticipate with special
satisfaction her positive contributions to the Board.

