A Farewell Message
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By Dr. Marion T. Hall
It has been my great privilege and pleasure as Di-

rector of The Morton Arboretum to have served
the institution and its members for the past
twenty-four years. We have come through a
period of rapid and sustained growth both for the
institution and for the surrounding community.
Growth in the surrounding suburbs has brought
with it tremendous opportunities for the Arboretum. It has enabled us to open the institution to
greater access by the general public as well as professionals in the field, one of my primary goals
upon accepting the position as Director in 1966.
Membership and other public programs have
been created or expanded as a response to the

needs of our growing public. Increased use of the
grounds has compelled us to concentrate the
woody plant collections in an area known as the
Activity Arc close to the Visitor Center, our hub of
activity. Several display gardens within the Arc
have great appeal to the public and serve as both
showcases and evaluation grounds for outstanding plants. Home gardeners and landscapers find
them especially useful for planning new projects.
The Activity Arc concept, along with an expanded
public tour program, has decreased traffic on the
roads and allowed us to concentrate greater research efforts on the Arboretum's natural areas.
Through our research, we have been able to de-
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velop sound procedures for managing our natural
areas .
Since its inception in 1968, our Plant Clinic has
been a source of information about public needs.
We have come to understand better the recurring
and prevailing plant problems in our region and
have offered home gardeners and landscapers solutions through a separate phone line and an onsite clinic where people can bring plant specimens. Owners of wooded tracts of land have
found our consultation services most helpful.
The Education Program through the years has
responded to the steady growth in the surrounding communities and the corresponding increase
in visitation and interest in the Arboretum's offerings. Advanced amateurs, as well as professionals
in the field, look to the Arboretum for classes in
botany, natural history, ecology, and related subjects. Expanded programs are being offered in
horticulture and landscaping, including instructional tours of Arboretum gardens, and visits to
specialty gardens in the area. The Education Program serves all age groups; for example, we now
offer a resident program in environmental education for fifth graders as well as college level classes
and teachers' workshops. Field seminars and trips
to local and far-off natural areas combine with our
in-house offerings to bring people of all ages to a
deeper understanding and appreciation of the
natural world and of their responsibility toward
that world. We continue to upgrade and expand
our offerings to meet the needs of a changing
community.
The other side of the coin is that this tremendous growth in the surrounding suburbs has
brought with it some severe problems. Through
the years the Arboretum's grounds have been
changed, sometimes for the worse, by the changing needs of a growing community. Developments in the area point up the Arboretum's vulnerability to peripheral impacts. These have
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included the straightening of the Du Page River
and the widening of Illinois Route 53 through the
Arboretum, both of which have contributed to
flooding problems in the Arboretum; the surrender of land for gas and electrical utility rights-ofway resulting in the loss of our only remnant
prairie; the construction of sewage facilities by
nearby municipalities; the siltation of Arboretum
lakes due to unsound agricultural and development practices upstream; the construction of two
major expressways bringing destructive pollution
and unnerving noise levels. These and many
other lesser impacts have drained time and resources from this institution and lessened our ability to carry out our mission effectively.
We have had remarkable success in finding the
opportunities within each of these adversities and
have responded in creative and constructive ways
to the changing community in which we reside .
Our Research Program has been molded to some
extent by these changing times. We are now developing trees that will survive harsh urban and
suburban environments. We are learning to restore damaged natural systems-woodlands,
wetlands, and prairies. We are offering advice and
assistance to local municipalities, park districts,
forest preserve districts, and corporations, and
are cooperating with colleges, universities, and
governmental agencies to meet and resolve the
problems brought on by a changing environment.
I thank our members and volunteers who have
stood with us and supported our efforts to deflect
and to mitigate the impacts of these developments
on the Arboretum. I deeply appreciate your advocacy for Arboretum causes through the years and
for your support in helping us to provide buffer
lands around the institution . Thank you for your
support. It has been a rewarding and fulfilling
twenty-four years. I urge you to be vigilant in the
future if the Arboretum is to remain a viable institution into the twenty-first century.

